March, 2017

RCI, Inc.
1500 Sunday Dr., Suite 204
Raleigh, NC 27607

To whom it may concern:
I write this in hopes that my gratitude towards RCI for offering a student
scholarship will be conveyed. It is my intention that my personal account will
reflect the importance of the RCI Student Sponsorship, and be grounds for its
continued support.
I was fortunate enough to be selected as a student scholarship recipient
for the 31st International Convention and Trade Show held in Orlando, Florida.
The opportunity came to me in the form of an email from a professor in the
building science department. The attachment contained details regarding the
convention, events, and how to apply. As a Junior in a building science program
without full time employment secured, the trade show and career fair intrigued
me. Admittedly, the potential for an expenses-paid trip to Orlando had its appeal
also. I quickly rounded up all the necessary documents for a complete application
and hoped for the best. Within two weeks I received the conformation that I had
been selected to represent my university at the convention! At that time, I was
clueless as to the impact the experience would have on my career.
From day one of the convention I was immersed in a learning experience
like none I had ever experienced. I was introduced to other student recipients
from across the United States. I quickly made friends with several of the guys,
some of whom I remain in contact with to this day. I suppose this is where the
first lesson was learned. Ryan, from Oregon State University unknowingly shed
light on how unprepared/unqualified I was. It’s difficult to explain how valuable
this lesson was for me. Ryan had already gained so much experience in the
industry through his various internships. I quickly realized how little I knew about
commercial construction. Fortunately, this didn’t keep him from helping me along.
Through my interactions with him I learned the value of an internship and the
importance of finding a company willing to invest into my future.
At the time of attendance, my major was Building Science with a
concentration in Sustainable Building Systems; a degree not all that different
from Construction Management. It quickly became an issue when trying to

explain the degree to others unfamiliar with the program. When asked to explain,
I found myself using Construction Management as a synonym for the degree.
The difference in the course work was little to nothing. However, I knew that by
switching I would have a degree that all industry leaders would recognize.
When I returned to Appalachian State in Boone , North Carolina, I was
armed with knowledge and well-recorded notes of all my interactions with various
individuals I had met at the convention. I had learned that I needed to take
actions refocusing my goals for my career. I scheduled a meeting with my
advisor, and shared with him the highlights of the experience. I asked that should
RCI sponsor students for the 32nd International Convention, the opportunity be
forwarded to me again. We discussed the need for the change to my major and
determined it was possible to complete with the two remaining semesters I had in
my college career.
Next on my agenda was securing an internship. I knew the experience was
what I was lacking the most. I revised my resume, began to work on my
professional appearance, and began the interview process. Before long the
offers began to come my way. I chose to accept a paid internship with a
residential builder based in Charlotte, with offices all over North Carolina. I
worked out of the Triad office. Again, I met some very special individuals. The
experience proved to be what I needed. I was making the necessary changes
that the convention had shed light on. But I was conflicted. I felt that it was a
weakness to graduate without any commercial construction experience.
The fear of going to a commercial general contractor with no commercial
experience led me to my next series of actions. I began to pursue a co-op during
the fall semester of my senior year. I wanted to take the spring semester off from
college and work as a full-time employee somewhere for 4-6 months. I’d planned
to finish my final semester during the fall of 2017 and go right into full time
employment.
I began the process again: interview after interview, handshake after
handshake. Soon I was able to make contact with a recent Appalachian graduate
of the building science program. He was working as an entry-level
superintendent on a 204,000-sq.-ft. facility for the university. He helped put me in
touch with the right person. To make a long story short, I was offered the
position. The downside? It wasn’t a co-op. Rodgers Builders offered me full-time
employment! As exciting as this news was to me, I realized I still had a full
semester of college to finish before I could walk across the stage and receive a
piece of paper that took $100,000, four years, and many sleepless nights to
obtain. How could I make this work?

I began to really consider how the credits would fall and what my options
were. I created a plan. The only way to make this work was to enroll in courses
that fit my program of study and also fit into my schedule. Most of this I was able
to accomplish, with the exception of two credit hours. This is where things began
to get interesting. I read about a course titled, “Construction Management Field
Study.” There is no course syllabus nor instructor. To enroll, I had to create it with
the help of an advisor and endless amounts of paperwork and departmental
approval. Once again I scheduled a meeting with the same professor to discuss
my predicament. After I outlined my proposal for using the RCI 32nd International
Convention and Trade Show as this blank course, he was on board. We began to
create a syllabus, course requirements, and overall objectives. John assisted me
in filling out the correct documentation to petition for accreditation from the
department. I had to get signatures from the department head, the chairman of
the school, and the dean of the fine and applied arts. A miracle had just occurred
in Boone! Only problem? I had just created a class for an event that I wasn’t even
assured I could attend… Needless to say, I had a lot riding on the acceptance of
my application for RCI’s 32nd International Convention and Trade Show. I
depended on the connections that I had made the previous year.
Without a doubt I would not be where I am today without the sponsorship
that RCI gave me to attend the 31st International Convention and Trade Show. I
took what I learned in Orlando and applied it. Using advice given to me in a hotel
suite at 3 a.m. by individuals who founded the organization, I created
opportunities for myself. Furthermore, allowing me to receive the funding a
second year enabled me to accept a full-time job offer before even having a
degree. Had I not been able to use this event as a course, I would have been
forced to decline the job offer to attend in-class lectures. In a sense, I owe my
career to RCI.
I hope that my personal account will shed some light on the importance of
the Student Sponsorship. Thank you for your continued support. I look forward to
attending RCI’s 32nd Convention!
Thank you,
Benjamin Rickard

